Weeks. These and similar points have been discussed in this journal previously (Editorial, 1944) .
Later, the failure of penicillin and streptomycin focused more attention on the subject and brought to light four other facts :
(1)
It is now believed that in America the disease is much more prevalent than lobar pneumonia in the adult population, civil or military (Hyman, 1947 (Hyman, loc. cit.).
The false-positive Wassermann reaction is an annoying discovery and adds one more condition to the long list of non-specific conditions responsible for a positive Wassermann reaction (Greval, 1943 (Greval, , 1946 
